
What is the Comp Plan?
Citywide and Area Elements 

What is the Plan?

Why is It Important?

Why Amend the Plan Now?

Area Elements Citywide Elements

20-year framework that guides future growth and development

Ensure that DC evolves in line with our collective 
vision for “Planning an Inclusive City.”

Ensure that the Plan reflects the changing conditions and community 
priorities throughout DC

Contains text and maps (Generalized Policy Map and Future Land Use 
Map) that determine how areas will change over time

Used by District agencies, residents, employers, 
developers and other critical stakeholders

DC has experienced significant population growth at a much faster 
pace than expected, including 70,000 new residents since 2010. 

Addresses a wide range of topics that affect how we experience the city

Adopted in 2006 and last amended in 2011

Shapes the places we live, work, shop and play

Address new challenges related to resilience and climate change - 
provide policies to prepare for natural and human-made disasters

Sets the priorities for the District’s public services, 
infrastructure, and capital investments
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