
PROPOSING A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 

Requesting changes to the 
Future Land Use Map or 
Generalized Policy Map  

Editing the existing Plan text, 
including changes to narrative, 
policies and actions

Adding new text to the Plan, 
including new narrative, policies 
and actions

This How-To Guide provides a step-by-step process for proposing amendments to the District’s Comprehensive 
Plan.  Use this Guide if you are interested in:

1 2 3

STEP 1: Review the Existing Plan 

STEP 2: Confirm that Your Amendment Request is Appropriate

STEP 3: Determine the Type of 
Amendment You’re Seeking

Start by reviewing the existing Plan to become familiar with the content to see if your idea is already included. 

Appropriate amendments include:
• Address topics already covered in the Comp Plan (e.g., land 

use, transportation, housing, etc.)

• Correct outdated information 

• Reflect best practices or new opportunities 

• Propose changes to the Future Land Use Map or Generalized 
Policy Map

• Modify existing policies or actions

• Add new policies or actions on topics not covered in the Plan

TEXT AMENDMENTS include edits to the existing text and 
brand new text.  For new text, you’ll need to confirm that 
the subject isn’t already covered elsewhere in the Plan and 
that the subject matter is appropriate.  

MAP AMENDMENTS are most appropriate if you feel 
there is an existing Generalized Policy Map or Future Land 
Use Map designation that is incompatible with the District’s 
vision for the future, or that is hindering Plan goals such as 
neighborhood stability, environmental protection, housing 
production, job growth, and equitable development. 
A Map amendment may also be appropriate if you’re 
seeking to develop something on property you own that 
would not be allowed under the current Plan. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO PLANDC.DC.GOV

Inappropriate amendments include:
• Those addressing operational issues

• Issues relating to a specific property

• Topics duplicated elsewhere in the Plan

• Long and detailed text additions

• Unrealistic commitments of resources 

At the heart of the Comp Plan are three types of 
directives: 

NARRATIVES describe existing conditions and current 
aspirations.

POLICIES provide guidance for day to day decisions 
that move the District toward its goals. Policies that 
use words like “require,” “must,” or “shall” prescribe 
mandatory steps that all must follow.  Policies using 
“should” or “encourage” indicate a desired direction. 

ACTIONS describe the specific steps to be taken to 
carry out the policies.  

Narrative, Policy, or Action - What’s 
the Difference? 

Remember, this is a 20-year Plan—focus 
on the big picture!

For questions about whether an amendment 
is appropriate, contact the project team at 

plandc@dc.gov or (202) 442-7600



STEP 4: Develop the Amendment 
Proposal 

STEP 5: Complete the 
Application Materials and Submit 
the Request

For Amendments to Existing Text:
• Identify the type of text you wish to edit (narrative, 

policy, action, etc.).   

• Track the proposed change. Underline new text and 
strike out existing text to be removed.

• Make sure that your proposed edits follow the same 
format as the existing Plan.  

• Avoid overly detailed or prescriptive text.

For New Text:
• Identify where your text would best fit within the Plan, 

and note that location.

• Draft the proposed narrative, policy, or action. 

• Make sure that your proposed edits follow the 
same format as the existing Plan. Policies should 
begin with a directional verb (Encourage, support, 
promote, discourage, etc.). Actions should clearly 
assign responsibilities and indicate the measures to 
be taken after the Plan is adopted. 

For Future Land Use Map and Generalized Policy 
Map Amendments:
• Identify the map where changes should be made. 

The Generalized Policy Map categorizes how different 
parts of the city may change between 2005-2025 and 
highlights areas where more detailed policies  are 
necessary to manage this change. The Future Land 
Use Map is more specific and identifies allowable 
land uses using “land use designations.”

• Indicate the area you are seeking to change.  

• Identify the desired land use designation or 
Generalized Policy Map “category,” drawing from 
the menu of categories in the Framework Element. 
Remember that the Future Land Use Map is not a 
zoning map.

• Provide justification for the proposed change.  

For General Ideas and Comments:
If you think an issue or topic is not adequately addressed 
in the plan, you can email staff at plandc@dc.gov and 
indicate how the issue or topic should be addressed. 
Staff will take your feedback into consideration, and may 
contact you for questions, draft an amendment on your 
behalf, and/or incorporate your feedback into another 
amendment.  

Input your information into the on-line form found at 
plandc.dc.gov.

• Provide basic information such as your name, address, 
and email.

• Indicate the type of amendment you are proposing. 

• Identify the specific amendment you wish to make, 
including the legislative citation.  If the text is new, you 
will need to explain where it should be inserted.  

• For Map amendments, include a map of the area you 
are proposing for amendment, address information,  
and the existing and proposed land use designations.

• Provide a justification for the amendment, explaining 
why it is needed and how it conforms with the vision of 
an “inclusive city” and any of the 36 guiding principles 
found in the Framework Element of the Comp Plan. 

What Happens Next?

Stay involved!

1. Each amendment proposal will be reviewed and 
evaluated by OP. Evaluators will also coordinate with 
relevant partner agencies for additional guidance.

2. The evaluators will consider each proposal based 
on its necessity, appropriateness, and consistency 
with the goals and guiding principles of the existing 
Comprehensive Plan.  

3. A written evaluation and justification will be made for 
each amendment request. 

4. All proposed amendments will be included in the 
Draft Amendment Report that is released for public 
comment. 

1. Check out the project website (plandc.dc.gov) for 
periodic updates.

2. Join our list-serv.

3. Attend future Comp Plan meetings.

4. Contact staff at the Office of Planning for more 
information and guidance.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO PLANDC.DC.GOV
(202) 442-7600

PLANDC@DC.GOV


